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Growing Up in God's Word: Exodus

Introduction
Why teach children the Bible using only the Bible? Can they understand it? Yes! Is
it too boring? No! I have taught a children's Bible class on Sunday mornings for over
twenty years and have home-schooled my three children, teaching them the Bible in our
home. Guess what? Children are a lot smarter than we give them credit for! There are
just a few key things to remember in teaching the Bible to children. First, we need to be
enthusiastic about the Bible ourselves. If children see that we think the Bible is boring,
they will most likely adopt the same opinion. Be excited about opening the word of God
together! Second, don't be afraid to tell them you don't know know an answer to their
question. There are many things in the Bible that we have questions about; some things
we are able to study and find an answer for, others will have to wait until we get to
heaven and can ask God. It's okay to let them know you're stumped too, but encourage
them to search for the answer with you. Third, set the bar high for them. Please, please,
please don't “dumb” the Bible down to “their level”. Children can understand a lot
through patient explanation and teaching. For example, if you read a hard word in the
Bible that they may not be familiar with, stop and ask them what they think it means,
then give them a correct definition. Now they have learned a new word and understand
the passage you've just read at the same time. Children like to be challenged and to meet
our expectations for them.
The method in this curriculum works because it has been tried among many
children of different ages, abilities and levels. Here is the best proof I can offer to you:
One of my regular Sunday morning students brought a friend to our class one day. She
answered a few questions but mostly sat very quietly, absorbing everything that was
going on. Later on, the woman that brought her to church said that the little girl told her
on the way home that she wanted to come to our Sunday school class every week because
we actually teach from the Bible. This little girl is not “unchurched” by any means; in
fact, she regularly attends a denominational megachurch every Sunday. As the scripture
says, “Out of the mouths of babes!”
May your children be like Timothy who, “from childhood has known the holy
Scriptures” (II Timothy 3:15) and may God bless you as you study His word together.
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How to Use this Curriculum
Life began in a garden, so we will be using garden references and symbols
throughout this curriculum to designate the different activities. Luke 8:11 says that “ the
seed is the word of God”. Our hearts are the soil that the seed needs to be planted in. We
should desire to cultivate the soil of our hearts and the hearts of our children to receive
the word so that it will grow and produce good fruit for our Lord.

“Growing In The Word”: Lesson Text & Discussion
This is the most important part of the curriculum – the teaching of God's Word.
The lesson text is broken down into manageable sections to be read aloud and
then discussed. If children are old enough to read, let them read out loud. If there are
several verses to be read as a section, you could take turns reading a couple of verses per
person. If it helps your child, let them jot down notes or write down definitions to new
words as you discuss the passage. Encourage them to ask questions and ask them
leading questions to get them thinking. The discussion section is basically a
paraphrasing of what was just read to make sure there is comprehension of the material.
Frequently there are questions to be answered during the discussion phase as well. The
section of verses often leave off at a “cliffhanger” moment which helps keep the children
engaged. You read and discuss and then you're ready to read on to see what happens
next. At the end of this section of the curriculum there are review questions. These can
be used in several ways: You may ask them at the end of the lesson, at the end of the
week for a review, or if you want to have a graded assignment, you can use them as an
oral or written quiz.
*A word about translations. It is important to use a reliable and accurate
translation. Some dependable ones are KJV, NKJV, and ASV (American Standard). Many
modern translations have compromised the integrity of the Scriptures in trying to put it
in “easier to understand” language. All references in this curriculum are taken from the
New King James Version.

“Putting Down Roots”: Memory Work
Memory work should be practiced every day for the entire week. Use whatever
method works the best according to your child's learning style. (Flashcards,
audio recording, repetition, etc.) The Psalmist said in Psalm 119:11, “ Thy word have I
hid in my heart that I might not sin against Thee.” I cannot stress enough how important
it is to memorize Scripture. In addition to Scripture, there are other items included in the
Memory Work. A challenge to parents: memorize it with your children!
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“Farther Afield”: Map Work
There are blank maps provided in Appendix A in the back of the book. These
may be photocopied for use with this curriculum. Most lessons have mapping activities.
To be consistent, you may want to follow a system such as: cities – red, countries – green,
bodies of water – blue, wilderness or desert areas – brown, lands or regions – yellow. The
map work will indicate different places to be located on the map. Locate and label each
item.

“Harvest Fun”: Games & Activities
There are games and activities for each lesson to help review and reinforce the
material that was covered. It is best to read through these at the beginning of the week
to see if any planning ahead needs to be done.

“Digging Deeper”: Research
This is primarily for the older students who are able to work independently. If
your younger children wish to do these assignments with your help, then by all means,
let them! These assignments are meant to encourage students of the Bible to learn how
to study a topic deeper by using other resources to shed light on the subject. Primarily,
books and the Internet will be your sources of information so it's important to do two
things: 1) Check the reliability of your source and 2) Check multiple sources; you might
find two or more very different theories or opinions. There are many things we run across
in the Bible that we wish to know more about. Have fun exploring!

“Food For Thought”: Puzzles
There are at least two puzzles with each lesson to, again, provide review and
reinforcement or plain just to have fun! The puzzles may be worked in the book or
photocopied. All puzzle answers are provided in the Answer Key in the back of the book.

“Fruits Of Our Labor”: Crafts
There are at least two crafts to do with each lesson. They vary in level of difficulty,
but are another means of reinforcement of material covered. Crafts are a good activity for
the kinesthetic (hands-on) learner as well as a tangible reminder for the visual learner.
Please read ahead early in the week to see what materials you may need to gather in
advance.
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A Word About Acts
The book of Acts is a history of how the church began. It contains numerous examples
of conversions, sermons, miracles, and events that took place throughout what was then the
known-world. Because of the numerous references to ancient countries, regions, and cities, it
is suggested that you keep a good Bible atlas with you as you study these lessons to have a
reference point as to where the events of the lesson are taking place. Map work is included in
each lesson, but as places are usually mapped only the first time they are mentioned, one
might forget the location of such places when they appear in later lessons. An atlas will be
especially helpful in tracking the missionary journeys of Paul.
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Suggested Schedule
This curriculum is designed to be used five days a week, 30 minutes to 1 hour per
day. You may use as much or as little of the activities listed as you choose. Please feel free
to alter the suggested schedule to fit your time constraints and needs.
Begin or end each day's activities with prayer.
•

Day 1 – Read “Growing in the Word”: Lesson Text and Discussion. Begin “Putting
Down Roots”: Memory Work assignments.

•

Day 2 – Continue memory work, do “Farther Afield”: Map Work activities, and
“Harvest Fun”: Games and Activities.

•

Day 3 – Continue memory work, do “Digging Deeper”: Research activities, and/or
“Food for Thought”: Puzzles.

•

Day 4 – Continue memory work, do “Fruits of Our Labor”: Crafts, or continue
working on previous activities.

•

Day 5 – Recite memory work, do lesson Review Questions and finish any
assignments or activities from the week that time didn't permit.
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Lesson 1: Ascension, Anticipation & Appointment
Text: Acts 1
“Growing In The Word”: Lesson Text & Discussion
Read Acts 1:1-3. Do you know who wrote the book of Acts? It was Luke, the
author of the gospel of Luke. He addresses the book of Luke and the book of Acts to
the same person. Who was he writing to? (Theophilus – read also Luke 1:3) Before Jesus was
taken up into heaven after his resurrection, what was he giving the apostles?
(Commandments) Jesus stayed on the earth continuing to teach and give commandments to
his apostles and disciples for many days after his resurrection. How many days was it? (40)
He was instructing his followers about things related to the kingdom of God, or things related
to the church which was to be established very soon.
Read Acts 1:4-5. Where did Jesus command them to assemble? (Jerusalem) They
were to wait there for the “Promise of the Father”. Jesus had already spoken to them about
receiving this promise. It was the Holy Spirit. Read John 14:16,17 & 26. Jesus had told them
that he would pray for the Father to send the Spirit as a helper to them. The Holy Spirit would
live in them, help them, comfort them, teach them, and help them to remember what Jesus
had taught them. What a blessing the Holy Spirit would be to those apostles! This should be a
comfort to us as well. God also helps us today to be strong in the faith, to fight temptation, to
share His Word with others, to live faithfully, etc. by giving us the gift of the Holy Spirit when
we are baptized. (Acts 2:38)
Read Acts 1:6-8. What did the disciples and apostles still think Jesus was going to
do? (Set up an earthly kingdom) The Roman government was the ruling force over the Jews
as well as many others nations at that time. Jesus' followers still looked for him to be an
earthly king who would use his might and power to destroy the Roman empire and restore
Israel to an independent kingdom again. This is one of the things the Holy Spirit will help to
teach them – that Jesus' kingdom would be a spiritual one (the church) and not an earthly
one. Jesus tells them that they will receive power. How? (When the Holy Spirit comes on
them) What will they then be commanded to do? (Be witnesses of Jesus) Jesus is reminding
them of the Great Commission he gave them, that is, that they are to go into all the world and
preach Jesus. Where does Jesus want them to start preaching? (In Jerusalem) They are going
to begin right at home and then spread out to their whole region (Judea), to neighbors
(Samaria), and then to all parts of the earth.
Read Acts 1:9-11. Jesus and his disciples are gathered on the Mt. of Olives. (See Acts
1:12) As Jesus finishes speaking to them, they see him ascend (go up) into heaven. How was
he taken up? (By a cloud) Who appeared as they stood watching? (Two men in white clothing,
angels) They inform the disciples that Jesus will come again in the same way in which they
saw him go. These disciples saw Jesus' ascension into heaven and received a promise that he
will one day come again! We still wait for Jesus to come again with great anticipation!
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Read Acts 1:12-14. After Jesus ascended into heaven, the apostles and disciples
return to Jerusalem to wait. What are they waiting for? (The Holy Spirit as Jesus promised)
Count how many apostles are present in verse 13. There are only 11. Who's missing? (Judas
Iscariot) Where was he? (He was dead. Matthew 27:3-5) Who else was waiting in Jerusalem
with the apostles? (Mary the mother of Jesus, his brothers, and the women who had
ministered to Jesus) They didn't sit around and talk about the weather as they waited. What
did they spend their time doing? (Praying) It is always a good use of our time when we're
praying.
Read Acts 1:15-20. Peter now stands up to speak to everyone present. How many
people are gathered? (120) He starts to talk about someone. Who was it? (Judas) He reminds
them of how Judas had betrayed Jesus, but also how he had been numbered among the
twelve and participated in their ministry. Peter quotes two scriptures in regards to Judas.
What book of the Old Testament are they from? (Psalms – Psalm 69:25, Psalm 109:8) What
does Psalm 109:8 say? Remember that the apostles now number eleven instead of twelve.
They will now go about appointing someone to take the place of Judas.
Read Acts 1:21-26. Judas' replacement can't be just anybody. He must be one who
has been a faithful follower of Jesus. In fact, he will come from the group of disciples gathered
there with the apostles who have followed Jesus from the baptism of John all the way to
Jesus' ascension. He will be one who has seen and heard Jesus after his resurrection. There
were two candidates put forth. What were their names? (Joseph and Matthias) The apostles
didn't just go “eeny-meeny-miney-mo” to choose between the two. What was the very first
thing they did in the decision-making process? (Prayed to God for guidance) This is
important for us to remember: whenever we're faced with a decision, whether it be big or
small, we should always go to God in prayer about it first and ask for His help. How was God
to inform them as to who should be chosen? (Through the casting of lots) We don't know
exactly how lots were cast but think about the way we sometimes draw straws to choose
somebody. It would be something similar. However the casting of lots worked, God guided
the decision so that the lot fell on Matthias. He will now be numbered with the twelve and be
called an apostle.

Review Questions: (Answers are in the Answer Key.)
1. Who wrote the book of Acts?
2. To whom was Acts written?
3. How many days was Jesus on the earth after his resurrection?
4. What city did Jesus command his disciples to stay in?
5. What was the “Promise of the Father”?
6. When would the apostles receive power?
7. After witnessing to others in Jerusalem, where were the apostles to preach
next?
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8. What happened after Jesus finished speaking to them?
9. Who appeared then?
10. How will Jesus come again one day?
11. Where was Jesus when he ascended?
12. How many apostles were waiting in an upper room in Jerusalem?
13. Who was missing and why?
14. How many disciples were assembled together in Jerusalem?
15. What was the name of the field where Judas died?
16. What did that name mean?
17. What two men were put forth as candidates to replace Judas?
18. What did Peter and the apostles do first in the decision-making process?
19. How did God show them His choice?
20. Who was chosen?

“Putting Down Roots”: Memory Work
•

Memorize Acts 1:8

•

Memorize Acts 1:11

•

Memorize the 12 apostles: Peter, Andrew, James, John, Philip, Thomas, Matthew,
Bartholomew, James the less, Simon, Thaddeus, Judas & Matthias took Judas'
place

“Farther Afield”: Map Work
Map 1
•

Locate the Mt. of Olives

•

Locate the city of Jerusalem

•

Locate the regions of Judea, Samaria and Galilee

Page 12

© 2013, Pryor Convictions Media, Paul & Heather Pryor, St. Petersburg, FL

Growing Up in God's Word: Exodus

“Harvest Fun”: Games & Activities
•

Memory Verse Race – The first person or team to correctly assemble their
memory verse cards up to the cloud on the poster board wins. Before you start,
write out Acts 1:11 on index cards, one word per card. Each team needs their own
card color or if only two players are playing, each player needs their own card
color. Take two separate poster boards and draw a large cloud at the top of each
one. Lay them flat on a table. Label them team (or player) 1 and team (or player)
2. Let someone who is not playing the game hide all of the cards around the house
or a large room. When “Go” is called, let each team or the two players, race
around to find all of their colored cards. Next, they will take them to their
poster board and starting at the bottom, lay the memory verse cards in order,
going row by row up toward the cloud until the last word card reaches the cloud.

•

“Go into all the world” - For this activity, you will need a large blank world map
(unlabeled), an atlas, and a penny or a button for a marker. Lay the large blank
map on the floor and let everyone sit around it. Take turns tossing the marker
onto a country. Let the player who tossed the marker either name the country or
look it up in the atlas to find its correct name. Continue the activity until each
person has correctly located and named at least seven countries. Discuss the
great commission that Jesus gave to his disciples and the importance of taking
the gospel to lost souls today. We need to be mindful that there are people in
every country around the world who have not been taught the good news about
Jesus Christ. This is why supporting missionaries and praying for them and even
going ourselves if we get an opportunity are so very important. We should want to
tell everyone we can about Jesus Christ our Savior!

“Digging Deeper”: Research
•

Theophilus – Who was he and why might Luke have written to him?

•

Akel dama – What other name was this field known by and why? What was the
field used for?
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•

Casting Lots – How was this done? What other instances can you find in the Bible
where people were casting lots?

“Food For Thought”: Puzzles
•

•
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Matching – Match the words or verse on the left with its answer on the right.
Answers are in the Answer Key.
____ 1. “Promise of the Father”

a. mother of Jesus

____ 2. Psalm 69:25

b. Field of Blood

____ 3. Simon

c. Replacement for Judas

____ 4. angels

d. Holy Spirit

____ 5. James

e. Barsabas

____ 6. Psalm 109:8

f. son of Alpheus

____ 7. Mary

g. “Let another take his office.”

____ 8. Akel dama

h. two men in white garments

____ 9. Matthias

i. the Zealot

____ 10. Joseph

j. “Let his habitation be desolate.”

Crossword Puzzle – On the following page is a crossword with clues from this
lesson. Answers with more than one word include the spaces. Answers are in the
Answer Key.
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“Fruits Of Our Labor”: Crafts
•

Ascension of Jesus – You will need to use the template in Appendix B along with
cotton balls, glue, string, tape, construction paper and card stock. First, make a
copy of the template containing the cloud and Jesus. Next, trace and cut out both
templates from card stock. Glue cotton balls onto the cloud and let dry. Mark a
spot on the construction paper that will be about ½ inch down from the top of the
cloud and carefully cut a small slit. Next, take a piece of string about 18 inches
long and center one end in the middle of the back of the Jesus figure. Secure the
string from his back up to his head with tape. Run the other end of the string
through the small slit at the top of the construction paper from the front to the
back. Fold the cloud tabs under on the dotted lines and glue the cloud tabs onto
the construction paper. The cloud should be standing up off of the paper and
covering the spot where the string goes through. Pull the Jesus figure down until
he is standing on the ground of your picture. Mark a spot behind Jesus and cut
another small slit. Bring the string from the back of the picture through the slit
and secure it to the back of Jesus so that the string forms one big loop. If the
string is too long, trim the excess before securing. Now you're ready to place
Jesus on the ground and then make him slowly ascend and disappear into the cloud
as you pull the string in the back.

•

Paint a picture of the ascension of Jesus – To throw in a little art history, you
may want to study several different ascension paintings. How is Jesus depicted?
What are the expressions like on the faces of the disciples? What other spiritual
beings are sometimes included? Try painting your own picture of this event.
Imagine yourself standing on the mountain watching what is taking place.
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